
 

 

MINUTES OF THE 

PARISH PASTORAL 

COUNCIL MEETING 

21 May 2015 
 

Present: 

 

- Bella Caridade-Ferreira (Chair) (BCF) 

- Father Richard Reid 

- Joe Colairo (JC) 

- Patrice Murphy 

- Rudi Pittrof (RP) 

- Dina Raouf-Tapp 

- Michele Reilly 

- Elizabeth Sinclair (ES) 

- Will Thompson (WT) 

- Robin Landon and  

- Mary-Maye Lorriman (MML) 

 

- Apologies for absence were received from: 

 

- Father Michael McGreevy, and  

- Bertrand Cliquet (BC) 

 

Agenda 

 

1. Opening prayer 

2. A few words from Fr Richard Reid  

3. Minutes and action points 

4. Garden party update (Dina) 

5. Finance update (Will/Robin) 

6. Spire update (inc. school art exhibition) 

7. Church hall update (Robin) 

8. Impact of austerity measures on community (Rudi) 

9. Prayer and pastoral support for women (May-Maye) 

10. AOB 

11. Dates for next meeting – possible review of existing dates.  

 

  



 

 

 

1. Opening prayer 

 

The Chair welcomed Fr Richard and invited him to lead the opening prayer. 

 

2. Introduction 

 

Fr Richard introduced himself and gave a brief summary of his service to date beginning 

with his ordination at St Mary’s in 1999 followed by assignments to Ireland, Liverpool, 

Edinburgh, Belgium, Zimbabwe and finally back to St Mary’s, where he is now Parish 

Priest, Rector of the Redemptorist Community, Trustee of the Congregation of the Most 

Holy Redeemer and in charge of vocational training. 

 

3. Minutes of the meeting of 20 April 2015 

 

3.1. The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chair 

3.2. Matters arising not included in the Agenda of the meeting: 

3.2.1. The sound system appears to be OK, except for the roving mike which needs a 

check. Chair’s husband has agreed to assist (BCF). 

3.2.2. Maintenance work- JC has contacted Shaun and only essential work during 

Spire repairs will be contemplated. The outside gulleys round St Gerrard’s 

Chapel have been fixed and a quote received for £ 650 + VAT for interior 

replastering work. 

3.2.3. For other work a plan and a budget should be drawn up with priorities so that 

funds can be allocated once the Finance Committee is on top of the current state 

of the finances. 

3.2.4. A new bowl must be sourced for the holy water stoop on the column 

immediately in front of the entrance doors. 

 

4. Garden  Party 13 June 2015 

 

4.1. There have been lots of volunteers and a meeting with them is schedules for 3
rd

 June, 

between 7-8 pm. A specific brief should be given to volunteers with tasks and 

timings. 

4.2. A key helper required, for example, is a door person to collect entrance fees. 

Action point: Lizzie to ask her husband to do this. 

4.3. The garden party date clashes with a similar event at St Paul’s in Rectory Grove. In 

addition, Brother Peter’s solemn profession is taking place in the Church at 12:30 pm 

on the same day. 

4.4. ES will update the Website. 

4.5. A poster has been produced with assistance from Jess Esposito.  It should be 

displayed in the school, the public library and other public places. 

4.6. St Mary’s Hall will be open to provide toilet facilities. 

4.7. Funding of expenditure in advance should be provided by way of a £500 float; WT to 

arrange cheque to be signed by Frs Michael/Charles. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

5. Finance Committee (FC) 

5.1. FC has been concentrating on the parish Annual Return (nearly complete) and the 

Gift Aid (GA) envelopes. New software from the Diocese should make the routine 

administration of GA much easier. 

5.2. A link is to be included in the new website for online donations via Just Giving. 

5.3. WT advised that he and family are relocating back to Teesside in the very near 

future. BCF thanked him warmly for his hard work on the FC and presented him with 

two gifts as a mark of the Committee’s appreciation. It was suggested that the Chair 

invite BCF to join the FC, and also BC, in which case a new secretary would be 

needed for the PPC. 

 

Action point: BCF to consider new PPC secretary. 

 

6. Friends of St Mary’s 

 

6.1. At this point the discussion widened to the need for more volunteers to assist with the 

running of the church and parish. Among many suggestions were a club entitled ‘The 

Friends of St Mary’s, a loose association of volunteers to coordinate the tasks 

identified by the Parish Priest and his various committees, either routine or ad hoc, 

which require a wider group of helpers to carry them out. Another idea put forward 

was the distribution of colour coded papers to parishioners for them to signify which 

Church activity they would be prepared to support. 

6.2. It was agreed to compose a list of these various tasks and circulate them by email.  A 

July campaign will be launched for which BCF kindly agreed to draft a ‘flyer’. 

 

Action point: BCF and Fr Richard to discuss in more detail. 

 

7. The Spire   

 

7.1. The Lottery grant has been received, and work is in progress. 

7.2. The school is planning an exhibition of art work concentrating on the Spire. The 

work will be displayed after Mass one Sunday (date to be agreed – 7
th
 June?). 

 

8. Church Hall update 

 

8.1. Negotiations continue with a potential buyer of the site. Such a sale is subject to 

provision of the Parish facilities specified by the Trustees (i.e. those proposed by the 

PCC). It is by no means certain that the current negotiations will be successfully 

concluded and if they fail then the sale process will be restarted. 

 

Action point:  Fr Richard hoped to have an update for us in two weeks’ time. We 

agreed that the congregation needs an update. We discussed a newsletter and a 

speaker at each mass. 

 

9. Impact of austerity measures on community 

 

9.1. RP introduced the subject, offering his view that the new Government would mean 

less state support for the disadvantaged, leaving voluntary organisations to fill the 

gap. 



 

 

9.2. His view is that we need to develop a strategy to assist, including partnering with 

relevant local organisations such as the Ace of Clubs. 

 

Action point:  We agreed that we would speak to the person who is in overall charge 

at the Ace of Clubs and invite him/her to a PPC meeting. 

 

10. Prayer and pastoral support for women 

 

10.1. MML cited Rachel’s Vineyard (http://www.rachelsvineyard.org.uk/ ) as an 

excellent example of the sort of support available to women who had suffered a bad 

life experience, such as abortion. The series of talks provided post abortion grieving 

and healing. A session for women was agreed for the 9 days’ prayer in 2016. The 

committee was invited to suggest other similar events for women. 

 

11. AOB 

 

11.1. One such task immediately identified, see 6.2 above, was the reported mess in 

the toilet. 

 

12. Dates of next meetings 

 

12.1. 17th June 

12.2. 8th July. 

 

REL- 14/06/2015 

 

 

 

http://www.rachelsvineyard.org.uk/

