
MINUTES OF THE PPC MEETING 

Wednesday, 18
th

 October, 2017 

 
Present: Father Richard Reid (FRR), Ros Bowles (RB), Alyson Bumby (AB), Joe 

Colairo (JC), Bella Caridade-Ferreira (BCF), Robin Landon (RL), Mary-Maye 

Lorriman (MML), Rudi Pittrof (RP), Patrice Murphy (PM), Michelle Reilly 

(MR), Dina Raouf-Tapp (DRT) and Lizzie Sinclair (LS) 

 
Minutes 

There were no minutes for the previous meeting. 

 

Before the meeting started FRR informed the PPC what had happened to Fr David Raju, who 

was now back in India.  Fr David went as chaplain with a bus load of pilgrims to France, 

Portugal and Spain.  On returning to Calais he was refused re-entry into the UK.  FRR did not 

know the reasons or any details.  He was told that Fr David had received an email from the 

Home Office which he had ignored as he thought it was spam.  FRR said that Fr David had 

been going back to India in January for surgery but he had been expected to come back.  This 

was now very unlikely.  BCF suggested that a formal complaint should be made to the Home 

Office and to the area’s MP.  RP suggested that “thank-yous” should be sent either in the form 

of cards or emails.  Nothing was formally decided. 

 

Christmas Meal 
It was decided that the Parish Christmas Meal should be held on Sunday, 10

th
 December.  It 

was pointed out that this would clash with the First Holy Communion Class First 

Reconciliation.  FRR said that the First Reconciliation could be rescheduled and it was agreed 

that this should be done.  JC had brought menus and it was decided that the starter should be 

goats cheese tower, the main course turkey with the usual trimmings and the dessert tarte 

tartin.  A vegetarian option would be provided for the main course.  The price was set at £25 

for adults and £12.50 for children under 12.  The price would include wine.  An item should 

be put in the bulletin advertising the meal.  JC asked if it was intended that a profit be made 

on the meal.  It was agreed that any surplus should go towards the church redecoration fund.   

 

Good Shepherd Update 

MML gave an update on the Good Shepherd programme.  There were 3 areas – resources 

(money), children and training.  MML said that she was having a small altar and altar cabinet 

made and intended to get a mini chalice, etc to go with it.  A light box was also being bought. 

 

The children of 3 years old did not manage to detach from their parents but the older children 

(4, 5 and 6 year olds) really seemed to enjoy the sessions, finding their feet and being 

independent.  Last year there were 8 to 12 children attending the two sessions but this year 

MML was just going to run one session but if the numbers increased then she would add a 

second one. 

 

The possibility of holding training courses at St Mary’s was not feasible but MML was 

keeping an eye open for courses in London.  There were 2 parishioners ready for training 

courses.  LS asked how the children were recruited.  MML said that this was done through the 

original announcement and that she would be happy to do this again and also by word of 

mouth.  LS suggested that it should be put on the website and BCF suggested that it should be 

put in the bulletin..  AB wondered whether it would be worth telling the parents of babies who 

are being baptised.  BCF thanked MML for the update. 

 

 



How is the PPC functioning? 

FRR posed the question “How is the PPC functioning?” in relation to both practical and 

spiritual things.  He emphasised that he enjoyed the meetings and the company but he did not 

think that the Council was functioning as well as it might.  He wondered if it would be a good 

idea to set up sub-committees, eg a social group, a maintenance group, etc.  BCF and LS both 

said that this had been tried before but had not worked.  RP said that he thought FRR was 

right. FRR thought that sub-committees could meet every month and report back to the PPC 

every month and that the PPC could meet every two or three months.  BCF said that she felt 

that the PPC should continue to meet every month.  A lengthy discussion followed and it was 

agreed that thought should be given to setting up a Fabric Sub-Committee to deal with the 

renovation/redecoration of the church and also to putting a notice in the bulletin asking if any 

parishioners have any expertise in this subject.  It was agreed that this subject should be put 

on the agenda for the next meeting. 

 

New Toilets 

Copies of part of the architects’ report were handed round.  RR said that there were basically 

2 options.  LS asked to have the full report sent out to the members of the Council and it was 

agreed that this should be done and that members would send in their comments. 

 

War Memorial 
Chris Reynolds from the War Memorial Trust had been asked to pay a visit to advise on the 

next steps to renovating the war memorial.  A reply was awaited.  It would be possible to be 

given a grant of 75% of the cost of renovating the memorial up to a limit of £30,000. 

 

Hand-Outs for Children 

MR had printed out some colouring sheets which she showed the PPC.  She suggested that 

suitable sheets should be given out in run-up to Christmas to try to keep the children who 

were too young to attend the Children’s Liturgy quiet.  It was agreed that the children should 

be expected to bring their own crayons. 

 

Date of next Meeting 

29
th
 November  

 

Any Other Business 

BCF said that Fergal Keane is preparing quarterly accounts and when they are received the 

Finance Committee will meet.  LS asked if the Finance Committee was in a position to give 

the Parish any information.  BCF said that the accounts were needed before this could be 

done.  RR thought that maybe January would be a good time to report to the Parish about the 

accounts and various other things. 

 

SVP 

FRR said that someone from St Boniface’s in Tooting had contacted him about SVP and he 

was coming in November to speak at the Masses to try to recruit people to SVP. 

 

Before the meeting ended FRR congratulated AB on the forthcoming marriage of her 

daughter on Saturday, 21
st
 October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


