
MINUTES OF THE 
PARISH PASTORAL 
COUNCIL MEETING 

24 March 2015 
These are the minutes of the Parish Pastoral Council meeting held on 24 March 2015. !!!
The following members of the Council were present: 

- Father Michael McGreevy 
- Joe Colairo 
- Robin Landon 
- Patrice Murphy 
- Dina Raouf 
- Lizzie Sinclair 
- Will Thompson !
- Bella Caridade-Ferreira, Mary-Maye Lorriman, Bertrand Cliquet, Michele Reilly Rudi 

Pittrof were unable to attend. Since a quorum of at least half the council were present, 
the meeting proceeded. 

!!!
1/ Opening prayer 
Fr Michael began the meeting with a Prayer and with a reminder of the Parish Mission 
Statement: 

St Mary’s Parish, Clapham, Mission Statement  

We, the community of St Mary’s, Clapham, are people united together by our belief in 
the Gospel teaching of Jesus.  

We strive to value all people of whatever creed, culture, status, age or ability.  

We aim to share with each other the happiness our faith brings us and to allow the 
Spirit of Jesus to work amongst us, helping us to build a community rich in prayer, 
unity and service.  

We hope to reflect this richness in our relationship with our families, our friends, and 
all those whom we meet in our daily lives.  

St Mary’s Parish Pastoral Council  

The role of the Parish Pastoral Council is to fulfil our stated Mission by:  

1) Reflecting on and planning for the future direction of the Parish in the light of the 
Gospel.  



2) Supporting, enabling and co-ordinating parish activities as necessary.  

3) Identifying and celebrating the gifts of parishioners and encouraging all to 
participate in the life of the Parish.  

4) Engaging ecumenically with neighbouring faith communities.  

!
2/ review of minutes  
Minutes of the last meeting were agreed.  It was commented that the following had occurred 
since the last meeting (and as referenced in the minutes of the previous meeting): 

-  Fire Blankets had been delivered and installed in the Church (with thanks to Michele). 

- the Diocese had confirmed that there were no requirements for PPC members to obtain 
“disclosure and barring”. 

- the lighting in the Church had improved. 

!
3/ Finance Committee !
An update on the Finance Committee was provided.  The new Committee had made progress 
in picking up the ongoing activities (weekly Gift Aid reconciliation, preparation and 
submission of the annual financial returns) and - more generally – had held several meetings 
(a) as a Committee with Fr Michael and (b) with the outgoing Committee to get an oversight 
of the Parish’s finances.  

A meeting with Julie Donnelly - the Diocesan coordinator for Gift Aid – was due to take 
place  on Friday 10th April.   

4/ Planned Giving - doing more 

We discussed what more we could do to encourage parishioners to gift aid their weekly 
offertory.  It was suggested that we consider having blank Gift Aid envelopes in the Church 
for Mass-goers (who do not have their own envelopes) to pick up and use.  We discussed 
whether we could introduce an automated system for Gift Aid donations via the new website, 
for example, via Pay Pal. 

It was commented that there had been a change in the rules regarding “small donations” in 
the most recent Budget.   

Our conclusion was that the Finance Committee should determine a coordinated response to 
the Parish’s finances including how Planned Giving is organised but that the new Parish 
Priest (Fr Richard Reid) would be arriving soon and would likely have an opinion of this 
topic. 

!
5/ Setting up a Church Maintenance Committee (including cleaning) 



At the previous PPC meeting we had discussed how maintenance in and around the Church 
and Monastery was organised. A more coordinated approach was necessary so that work was 
prioritised as necessary (i.e. not everything can wait until after the Spire is repaired). 

It was agreed to establish a new maintenance committee, whose jurisdiction will be restricted 
to the Church.  The new committee will aim to convene before the next meeting and report 
back then. 

Cleaning –it was highlighted that 2 regular cleaners (volunteers) were no longer able to clean 
the Church.  This left one cleaner carrying out the task on a weekly basis.  When this one 
individual is away, no one is left the clean the Church.  It was agreed that we needed add 
Cleaners to the list of tasks where more volunteers were required.   

In the meantime, it was suggested that it made sense to organise a professional cleaning 
company to clean the Church preferably before Holy Week.  

We discussed an approach for obtaining more volunteers generally (for music, cleaning, 
reading, counting) but again concluded that the new Parish Priest should influence how this is 
arranged.   

6/ AOB 

Dates for the next meetings were set: 

22nd April – 7.30pm 

20th May – 7.30pm 

17th June – 7.30pm 


