
MINUTES OF THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 

Wednesday, 27 January, 2016 

 

Present: Father Richard Reid(FRR), Father Peter Morris(FPM), Ros Bowles(RB), 

Alyson Bumby(AB), Bella Caridade-Ferreira(BCF), Joe Colairo(JC), Robin 

Landon(RL), Mary-Maye Lorriman(MML), Patrice Murphy(PM), Rudi 

Pitrof(RP), Dina Raouf-Tapp(DRT), Lizzie Sinclair(LS) 

 

Apologies: Michele Reilly 

 

Minutes 
AB requested that the spelling of her name be corrected. 

 

Matters Arising 

St Mary’s Calendars  -  It was suggested that the price of the calendars be reduced on 

“Pancake” Sunday to try to sell the remaining 30 or so.  A profit has been made on the sale of 

the calendars. 

Spire  -  An article about the spire will be in the South London Press on Friday (29 January). 

Update on Squatters  -  The halls were closed by the Council and the police after the 

squatters were evicted with a court order.  More squatters arrived today (27 January) and 

have also been evicted. 

 

Lent 

FRR and FPM put forward the following for consideration: 

 

a) A pilgrimage to the Holy Door of St. George’s Cathedral, Southwark on Saturday, 26 

March.  This would entail 12.30 Mass at St. Mary’s then maybe a walk to Clapham 

North tube station (carrying a cross and banners), a tube to Borough and then a walk 

to the cathedral. 

b) One day retreats for Eucharistic ministers and readers (readers – 19.3.16 and ministers 

– 20.1.16 - probably from 10am to 3/4pm).  FRR suggested these retreats should take 

place at the Little Sisters of the Poor at the Oval. 

c) Exposition of the Holy Sacrament from 7.30am to 7.30pm every day. 

d) Stations of the Cross on Fridays  

e) Corporal Works of Mercy – posters to be put round church with surggestions for use 

of resources and prayers to help people understand Corporal Works of Mercy with 

possible emphasis on the Ace of Clubs and homeless and displaced people.   

 

RP complimented FRR and FPM on the above and a discussion followed with suggestions 

for an open day at the church with invitations going to centres of other faiths (as per the 

recent invitation to an open day at the Mosque in Streatham), a trip to the “Jungle” at Calais 

to take food, clothing, etc.   

MML to make enquiries of someone she knows who already does this. 

 

Catechists 
More catechists are needed and DRT suggested a recruiting drive for volunteers for next year 

and that parents should be written to asking if they would like to help or maybe attend classes 

with their children.  No firm decision was made as to when or how this should be done. 

 



It was also suggested that catechism classes should be started for 3-6 year olds (pre school).  

MML had done a lot of preparation work on teaching aids and these were shown to the 

Council members.  It was hoped that these classes could start in September and it was agreed 

that the coffee money from Sundays and the money made on “Pancake” Sunday should go 

towards this.  MML was complimented on her work. 

 

Finance Update 
The spire fund has broken even with about £1,000 in the bank but further claims for the 

return of some VAT will be made. 

 

Any Other Business 

Gift Aid  -  The position with Gift Aid at the moment is rather chaotic with some forms and 

envelopes not matching. It was suggested that a Gift Aid Sunday should be held on 6 March 

when new forms will be given out with the envelopes following in April and that maybe the 

Diocese would have someone who could come in to talk about it.  BCF would make enquiries 

about this.  Since the meeting Gift Aid Sunday has been changed to 3
 
April. 

“Pancake” Sunday  -  This will be held on 7 February.  JC will arrange for lemons, sugar, 

fruit compote, chocolate sauce, bananas, etc.  The charges will be £1-£1.50. 

Points for the Bulletin 
 7 February – “Pancake” Sunday 

 Office hours and telephone number 

 Gift Aid in bulletin for March 

 

Dates of Next Meetings 

Wednesday, 24 February, 2016 

Wednesday, 13 April, 2016 

 

 

 

 


